Five Illustrative Met
conducted with about 80 percent of those interviewed at The DIS portion of the interview consisted of specified qu pertinent to diagnostic criteria from the third edition oJ and Statistical Manual (DSM-III) of the American Psychiafc The revised DSM-III-R is the best classification system < current time (DSM-IV is in press) and is the basis for the d throughout the rest of this report. However, operationa specific mental disorders as given in DSM-III, when m criteria changes were made, were used in the EGA stud for determining onset in the analyses below. Onset is c the first diagnosis of the disorder. Diagnoses were mad symptom data by means of computer algorithms that application of DSM-III criteria (Boyd, Burke, Gruenberj George et al., 1984). Because the EGA results depend* diagnostic criteria chosen and the method of ascertainnru disorders as classified therein are referred to here as disorders."
Conceptualization of Onset
The absence of firm data on the validity of the DSM classifying mental disorders enjoins us to be careful abc izing the process of disease onset. It is particularly diffic the validity of a threshold for the presence versus t disorder, because signs and symptoms of mental disor spread in the population and do not always reflect the mental disorder. From the clinical standpoint, subtle diff behaviors are categorized may suggest quite varied making diagnoses; from the epidemiological standpoinl ences in threshold may produce widely varying prevale:
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